Gokhale's   Visit
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life on Tolstoy Farm was quiet as the struggle had been suspended.
The settlers were enjoying themselves in the fruit garden away from
the din and roar of the cities.
As a keen student of Indian affairs, Gandhi studied books and
newspapers. He read of the inhuman treatment accorded to cows in
Calcutta in extracting the last drop of milk from them. He discussed
it with Kallenbach and both decided to give up milk and restrict
themselves to a diet of olive oil and fresh and dried fruit—raw
groundnuts, bananas, dates and lemons. They eschewed cooked
food as well. During these experiments he would easily walk forty
miles a day, and once, to test his capacity, he walked fifty-five miles.
To Gandhi and his followers Tolstoy Farm proved to be "a centre
of spiritual purification and penance for the final campaign". In
September 1912 Gandhi gave away all he had and made a trust of
the Phoenix farm "to follow and promote the ideals set forth by
Tolstoy and Ruskin in their lives and works55. The property was
worth £5,130. 4*. s</.
Gandhi was all along in communication with Gokhale and wanted
him to visit South Africa. In 1911, while Gokhale was in England,
he conferred with the Secretary of State for India and informed him.
of his intention to proceed to South Africa and acquaint himself with
the facts of the case at first hand. The minister approved of Gokhale's
mission and informed the Union Government of his position. This
assured Gokhale every facility on the j ourney and official co-operation
in South Africa.
Gokhale reached Capetown on October 22. The Union Govern-
ment offered the distinguished guest their hospitality and placed
the state railway saloon at his disposal. The whites vied with the
Indians in welcoming "the Tolstoy of India". Mr. Runciman of the
Immigration Department was deputed to escort Gokhale throughout

